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 Dennis Vobeyda
    Principal

 GPCHS Newsletter

Where does the time go? Another month is already gone, and soon, we will be enjoying
everything that the first snowfall brings.

Thank you to everyone who has already completed their Registration Update Forms.
These forms are required each year, and without them, we may not have the correct
emergency contact information, medical alerts, the list goes on and on. Please help us by
completing the form as quickly as possible. 
 
We will also be reissuing statements of accounts this month. If you have financial
difficulties and cannot pay your school fees, don't hesitate to contact the office to
discuss possible arrangements. 
 
If your student still has a library or any textbooks from last year, please make sure to
return them as quickly as possible. 

Parent-Teacher Interviews are Monday, November 8th & Tuesday, November 9th
between 4:00-8:00 pm via phone. All parents or guardians can sign up through
schoolinterviews.ca using the registration code already provided. Please check your
email. If you didn't receive an email, check your junk folder. If you still didn't receive an
email, please call the school. 

Be sure to check out the Comp Grad website for all relevant information on our
upcoming ceremony. - Click here. 

Thank you so much for supporting our staff during this last quarter and your continued
support moving into this next quarter. Please remember that if you require any help or
have any questions about the school, we will be happy to help.

 

https://www.schoolinterviews.ca/
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/CompGrad/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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If you are new to our school, or in case you missed the last newsletter, I wanted to
once again introduce to you, our Vice Principals. If ever you cannot reach me directly,
I have full confidence that they will be able to assist you in whichever capacity you
require. 

 

Adam has been the Vice Principal with us for the
past 6 years. We are privileged to have him work
with the Grade 9 sections 907-909 and Grade 11

cohorts. Adam also heads up our athletic
department.

Garth has been one of our Vice Principals for the
past 8 years. This year he will be working with
Grade 9 sections 904-906. As well he works

closely with the Grade 12 students and all that
entails with the . 

Justin is in his 8th year as a Vice Principal with us.
This year he is working with Grade 9 sections 901-
903, as well as the Grades 10 & 13 students. His
other responsibilities in the school include
working with our ISC department.

Garth Paquette

Justin Rushton

Adam Fragomeni
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Amsi Caceres
Student Services Admin. Assistant

 

Gloria Hartford
Part time Admin. Assistant

Lylie Park
Main office Admin. Assistant
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Nicole Pike
Main Office Executive Assistant

Nikki Rodacker
Front Office Admin. Assistant
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GPCHS Web page

Back to School Plan

The Comp Spiritwear Online Store

The Comp Grad Clothing Store

Covid-19 Daily Checklist

Revised GPPSD 2021-2022 Calendar

The Comp Facebook Page

Design your Grad ring with Jostens

The Comp Cafe Menu

PowerSchool Login
 

 

 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/Public%20Documents/2021-2022%20Back%20to%20School/GPPSD%20Back%20to%20School%202021%202022%20Plan.pdf
https://gpchsspiritwear2021.itemorder.com/
https://gpchsgrad2022.itemorder.com/
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/58957831-a4ab-45ff-9a8e-3c6af7c1622e/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-09.pdf
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/Lists/Calendar/calendar.aspx#/=
https://www.facebook.com/GPCHS.GPPSD
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1023783/Grande-Prairie-Comp-High-School/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEutRqm9Mc/-sFoPjKaDqxoXPAVE2uPYg/view?utm_content=DAEutRqm9Mc&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton
https://powerschool.gppsd.ab.ca/public/
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IMPORTANT DATES

Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00-8:00pm

Parent Teacher Interviews 4:00-8:00pm

Remembrance Day Ceremony (virtual)

Remembrance Day (school closed)

Day in Lieu (school closed)

PL Day (no school for students)

School council meeting 6:00pm (virtual)

PL Day (no school for students)

Christmas Break (school closed)

Classes resume
School council meeting 6:00pm (virtual)

Monday, November 8 

Tuesday, November 9

Wednesday, November 10

Thursday, November 11

Friday, November 12 

Friday, November 26

Monday, December 6

Friday, December 17

December 24 - January 9

Monday, January 10

GPCHS Newsletter



Go to PowerSchool by clicking this link:

https://powerschool.gppsd.ab.ca/public/home.html

Enter the username and password you previously created. If you have forgotten

your login information, please call the school at 780-532-7721 to reset it for you,

DO NOT CREATE A NEW ACCOUNT. 

2021-2022 Registration Update
Form

Once you login you’ll see something like this. If
you have more than 1 child in our division,

you’ll see their names at the top where the 1
and 2 are, click on each name to go in and see

their information. 2

1
Here are the instructions on how to login to PowerSchool and fill out the forms:

3

If you have any other questions, please call the school at 780-532-7721

https://powerschool.gppsd.ab.ca/public/


Welcome to Student Services

Primarily my role is to help students achieve success in schools.  That may include helping
them academically by placing them in the appropriate class to meet their post-secondary or
after high school pursuits.  I also help them with the mental health challenges that pop up
periodically over the course of 4 years.  Whether that is managing stress, improving coping
strategies or helping them better understand how to incorporate self-care, the ultimate goal
is to help them find success even though that may look different for every student.

Mr. Duncan

Academic & Mental Health Counselor (Last names A - L)

My name is Tracey Thiemann.  I am a school counsellor offering personal counselling as
well as academic advising to the students of the Comp.  I offer support to students as
issues arise, connecting students and families with community supports that may be
needed.   I assist students in selecting courses, building plans to graduation and
transitioning to post-secondary or careers after the completion of Grade 12.

Mrs. Thiemann

Academic & Mental Health Counselor (Last names M - Z)

REMINDER
Parents/guardians: If your child has an Academic Action Plan or Individual Program Plan, a reminder
we will be sending these home via email this year. Keep an eye on your email for these documents
which can be signed electronically, they do not need to be printed or scanned.

 
If you have any questions or concerns about these documents, you can contact your student’s
learning support teacher directly

 
 

My name is Mrs. Ayre. I am responsible for working with Grade 9 & 11 Learning Support
students as well as all Grade 10-12 K&E students. My role as a Learning Support Teacher
is to be an advocate for those students I work with. My goal is to help foster academic
success through working with students, teachers and parents.  Stop by and see me if you
have any questions about your accommodations!

Mrs. Ayre

Learning Support Teacher

I’m Ms. Skinner. I am your grade 10 & 12 Learning Support teacher for the 2021-2022
school year. As your Learning Support teacher, my job is to work with you, your teachers,
and your parents to help ensure that the necessary tools and supports are in place to help
you achieve academic and personal success. If you have questions or concerns about
your individual learning needs, please feel free to come by my office for a visit, which is
located in the Student Services area.  I wish you all a fabulous school year 😊

Ms. Skinner

Learning Support Teacher



*If you are unfamiliar with electronic signatures, please follow the instructions*If you are unfamiliar with electronic signatures, please follow the instructions
belowbelow
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Remembrance Day
Student Services invited all students and staff to

participate in a November activity for Remembrance
Day. Anyone wanting to participate was to pick up a

coloring sheet from Student Services and have back to
them by Monday November 8th. However, by the very

next day we were happy to already see some up on
display. Please enjoy!

Mr. Atkinson's Staff
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Remembrance Day

Mr. Atkinson's Students

Ciara Guy
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This is what happens when Mr.
Gorgichuk and his students get

their hands on a 3D printer

Hello!
ISC classes have been hard at work making and selling 3D printed poppies for

Remembrance DAY. Students will be selling these in front of the main office by the
cafeteria. Poppies can be purchased with a free will donation. All proceed will be

going to the Legion!
Thank you for the support!
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Attention Grads!
Q: WHAT DO I NEED TO EARN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?

Alberta High School Diploma Requirements:
English 30-1 or 30-2; and
Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2; and
10 additional 30 level credits
Mathematics 20-1 or 20-2 or 20-3; and
Science 20 or 24 or Biology 20 or Chemistry 20 or Physics 20; and 
Physical Education 10; and
Career and LifeManagement (CALM) 20
100 credits

Some workplaces or post-secondary institutions may require additional credits and/or specific courses.
Talk to your school counsellor for more information about diploma requirements. 

GPCHS Newsletter

Wondering how many credits you have?
Q: WHY SIGN UP FOR MYPASS?

A: It is an Alberta Education self-service website where students can access the following information
anytime, anywhere!

Q: HOW DO I SIGN UP FOR MYPASS?
A: Easy! Visit Student Services to register
your personal email address.  You do not
need to book an appointment.
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Attention Grads!

Q: WHAT IS APPLYALBERTA?
A: applyalberta is an online application and transcript transfer system that anyone can use
to apply to undergraduate programs at one or more of Alberta's post-secondary institutions

Scholarships and Awards
Please see the GPCHS Scholarship Booklet to access a broad

range of information and visit our webpage for more
resources

https://applyalberta.ca/
https://applyalberta.ca/
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/Students/Pages/Scholarships-and-Careers.aspx#/=
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Go to Jostens to design your ring 

https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/customer/1023783/Grande-Prairie-Comp-High-School/
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For a fuller more complete idea of what is available
to you, please go to our Comp Grad website 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/CompGrad/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/gpcomposite/CompGrad/Pages/default.aspx#/=


Section 904: Kaydence Scheller
 

Kaydence is a kind hearted and vibrant
student. She is knowledgeable about the
material covered in class and she makes

every effort to anchor her understanding by
asking questions and reviewing course

content. In group discussions, she helps lead
conversations with her peers and is a

supportive classmate. Well done, Kaydence!
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Grade 9 Student Spotlight

Section 902: Kalib Thomas
 

Kaleb's attendance is great, he is never late for
class, he treats his classmates and teachers with

nothing but kindness and respect, and he's
extremely hardworking. He gives up his lunch
hour every day for extra help, he emails his

teachers with questions as he works through his
reviews on weekends. He's a wonderful student

and role model. Great job, Kalib!

Each month, GPCHS staff nominate grade 9 students for the GPCHS
Grade 9 Student Spotlight recognition award. Our hope is to celebrate

GPCHS student achievement by creating a culture of belonging and
community that values student academic and citizenship success,

while continuing to recognize other aspects of student life. 

Students are nominated based off of the following criteria: 
academic performance, attendance, character, citizenship, and/or

personal development. 

GOAL
Getter
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Monthly Healthy Heroes
Every month our Phys Ed department has a

monthly draw for students that do something
positive in our department. Things that will get you
an entry are; helping with equipment without being
asked, sweeping gym floors, helping other students,
and so on. Prizes awarded are Comp T-shirts, Comp
cafeteria cards, Bowling Stones gift cards, and GPRC

Climbing Wall passes.
Here are September winners:

Aden Janveaux 
Daisy Nellis

Damien Robinson

Koen Cavelle
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In Science News:
Science Department Highlights

Biology classes have been dissecting! Mrs. Boyd’s Biology 20 class
and the sheep heart.

Check out this year’s yearbook for more dissection photos.
 

Kelson Peters Ashley Libang Julainne Cave
Andrea Oduilo

Science In the News:
Which animals sing? | Live Science

 check out

this lin
k

https://www.livescience.com/do-animals-besides-birds-sing
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LEST WE 
FORGET

Resource Highlighted:

Photo Collection Search 
Video Collection Search
Music: Songs of First World War
Canada and the First World War
Canada and the Second World War
War Diaries of the First World War
100 Stories" Canadians in the First World War
Personal Records of the First World War

CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING FIRST NATIONS
VETERANS RETURNING AFTER THE FIRST
WORLD WAR
JAPANESE-CANADIANS: SECOND WORLD WAR
WAR DIARIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR
THE CALL TO DUTY: CANADA'S NURSING
SISTERS

CO-LAB CHALLENGES:

Want to do the work of real archivists
and librarians? Join Co-Lab!

Hi, I'm Mrs. Gadacz-Gould (Ga-
DAZ-Gould), but most call me
Mrs. G! 
I'm here to help you find the
resources you need and to
help you succeed! 

 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/remembrance-day-media-kit.aspx
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary/home
https://sites.google.com/gppsd.ab.ca/gpchslibrary/home
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/collectionsearch/Pages/collectionsearch.aspx#mnu-1
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLleZTAHrKS4H0s5enaaa95BcKNl4wtl_i
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/028011/f11/028011-4014-e.xml
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/canada-first-world-war/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/second-world-war/Pages/introduction.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/Pages/war-diaries.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/100-stories/Pages/stories-alphabetical.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/personnel-records.aspx
https://co-lab.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1017
https://co-lab.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1013
https://co-lab.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1014
https://co-lab.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Challenges/Details/1011?section=&page=2#section-digital-objects


Letters from Chibaland
Surprise!  I’m back.  

 

In trying to come up with a topic for this month, I was reminded of a book I had read in

elementary school:  How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas Rockwell (I did not realize he is the son

of Norman Rockwell).  It tells the story of Billy, who is always being dared to do crazy things. 

 Things get out of hand when Alan bets Billy $50 (about $400 Canadian today) that Billy won’t

eat 15 worms in 15 days.  Spoiler alert: Billy wins the bet, and buys a minibike with his winning. 

 But after forcing himself to eat a worm for 15 days straight finds that he cannot stop eating

them.  

Billy’s predicament is similar to mine when it comes to writing this column.  The first couple of

years were hard, and more than one entered cyberspace after the deadline.  It is one thing to

share writing with students in a classroom setting; it is a more daunting challenge to do so in

public.  But when I initially stepped back from my coordinator role, I felt a twinge of regret, that

I would no longer have this platform.  Looking back on articles accumulated over the years

provoked both nostalgia and pride.  Writing “Letters from Chibaland” stretched me as a writer,

and I was surprised at where my meanderings took me.  Like Billy, I didn’t want to go back to a

life without the thing I had once seen as an obstacle.

Perhaps this is similar to what students experience at school.  How many students have initially

hated math, only to find themselves immersed in numbers as part of their career?  Or

squeamish students who go on to excel in the healthcare field?  Thanks to the strength of the

school’s teachers, students can come to realize the joys that can accompany authentic learning.  

Not that it is easy, but things worth doing rarely are.  And once students have put in the

intentional work and practice, the rewards can be considerable.
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Beyond

Library Short-Story Writing Contest

The theme for this year’s Collins Writing Contest has been announced

Deadline for submissions is February 28, 2022.  See link for rules:

https://www.gppl.ca/Events-Contests/Collins-Writing-Contest
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RANGE by Daniel Epstein

I am on my third read of this book.  It contains important challenges

to received wisdom on education, sports, science, music, and the

military.  It is important to note this is not an attack on

specialization; rather, it poses the question of whether over-

specialization at too early an age is an issue.  The contrast between

Tiger Woods and Roger Federer is Epstein’s first chapter, and in

many ways, his strongest.  The distinction between what he terms

“kind” and “wicked” environments have implications for the

education system, as we wrestle with the seemingly diametrically

opposed ideas of school as safe space and school as preparing

students for real-world situations.  I find myself referring to the book

on a nearly daily basis.

Book recommendation
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Warrior Drama celebrated October by
producing a collection of “Scary

Scenes”. The troupe also worked with
the Interact club to bring back the

fund-raiser “Socktober”, where they
encouraged our Comp Community to
donate new pairs of socks and basic
health care items to those in need.

Hundreds of socks were delivered to
community service programs in

Grande Prairie. Thanks to all who
helped Warrior Drama warm some

“soles” this autumn!
 



The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring

young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural

understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments

and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international

education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the

world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other

people, with their differences, can also be right.

 

WHY TAKE IB?

1. Like-minded peers

  Students are in a cohort with peers that are like-minded. The students want to dive

deeper into the curriculum, work at a pace that keeps them engaged and experience rigor.

 

2. Global Perspective

 IB challenges students to look beyond their front door. IB candidates are engaged in

discussion and curriculum that offer both historical and current global perspectives. 

3. Character Development

 Upon graduating, IB graduates are equipped with a “tool box” of skills that will enable

them to navigate through the challenges they will face in the future. The rigor and

accountability of the IB Programme lends itself well to success in post-secondary

schooling and business and employment.

November 2021                                         Mr. Lee Brentnell

International Baccalaureate  Program
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IB MISSION STATEMENT
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Diagnostic Assessment

Is the type of assessment that involves identifying pre-knowledge, skills

and/or abilities at the start of a course/unit and/or topic.  Examples would be

grade 9 Math MIPI test and in English Language Arts the Ontario

Comprehension Assessment 

 

Formative Assessment 

Is the type of assessment that is an ongoing process providing feedback for

students on how they’re doing and how they may improve their learning.

This can take the format of informal discussions or more formal feedback on

written or performance tasks. 

Summative Assessment 

Is the type of assessment that is an evaluation of individual student

achievement in relation to curricular outcome(s) of the Program of Studies. 

 Examples would be exams, written responses and for high school students

grade 12 Diploma exams.

For further information on assessment in Alberta please visit

 
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/

